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hese slendarde are intended to define the pradyote acceptable for mcksaon on 
the cottections eittun the | ibrary of Congress 































These standards are ac 
ercegy that the 


pubbliehed in the federa Ragiste on Septerbe: 70 |‘ GR) 

Souroee of Technical information and Annotated Mishagraphy 
contained in the notice of ' G89 have been to refiect current avaiiablity of pubshoatione 
and ofhe printed materate These are not tended to be used alone but in 
COrQUNCION with guidelines and ofher pubshoations leted in the bibhagraphy included here 


These standarde wil be used to praduce for the following reasons doovmentation that meet: 
MARS AER standards 


' 00 preparing mitigation documentation 9) accordance with the National Mietori 
Preservation Aci of 1966 as amended ('6 USC 470 et seg) 


+ 1) preparing Goournentation to be donated to the HARS/HAER collection 
* if preparing dooumentation as part of a MARS/HAER recording project 
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ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING DOCUMENTATION’ 


These Guidelines link the Slandarde for Arciiectural and Engineering Documentation 
with more specific guidance and technical information They describe one approach to meeting 
the Standards for Architectural Documentation Agencies organizations or 
Gifterently may wish to review thew ap 












Defirethone 
Goal of Documentation 
The HABS/HAER Collections 
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Definitions 
These definitions are used in coryunction with these Guidelines 


+ Architectural Data Forma one MABS form intended to provide entitying 
information tor accompanying documentation 


* Doournentaton measured drawings photographs histones inventory cards or ofher 
media that Gepict historic buldings sites structures or objects 


+ Field Photography photography offer than large formal photography intended for the 
purpose of producing documentation usually Imm 


+ Fiekd Records notes of measurements taken fel’ photographs and ofher recorded 
information intended tor the purpose of producing documentation 








? pederel Regine Vol 48 No 190 Thursday Septernoe 29 1983 pp 4473! 34 














' Large Formal Photagraphe photographs taken of histor Guidings sites structures 
OF Ghyects where the negative © a 4% 5 6% 7 or 8X 10" ce and where the 
photograph « taken with apprapnate means to correct perapective distortion 





provide the basis for enforcing preservation easement in addition documentation « often the 
\ast means of Of a property when a property «@ to bo demolished its documenta 
hon providers researchers access to valuable information that otherwise would be lost 


HABS/HAER dooumentation @ Gevelaped in a number of ways First and most usually 
the National Park Service employs summer tears of student architects engineers historians 
and architectural historians to develop HABS/HAER documentation under the supervision of 


















properties to be demolished or substantally altered as a resull of agency achon or assisted 
ee ee 2 ee ee Fourth. individuals and organizations 
documentation to standards and donate thal documentation to the " 
collections for each of these programs different Documentation Levels will be set 

The standards describe the fundamental principals of HABS/HAE FR documentation They 
are supplemented by other material describing more specific . Such as line 

for drawings techniques for architectural _ and formats for written 
Tie information is found in the A Procedures Manual 





























dooumentation for State 








These include important information about developing 
or tend edtan. "Wo Gut tetane rensnaten Olan or Oa Gtae tear chad ts 
collections 


archival requirements if the documentation will become part of their 


archives. the important questions of durability and reproducibility 
to the purposes of the collection 




















yy ee of inclusion in the HABS/HAE RF collections must 
meet the requirements The office of the National Park Service retains 
the to refuse to accep! Gooumnentation for inclusion in the HABS/HAER collections when 
that does nol meet HABS/HAER requirements as specified below 


| Requirement Documentation shal adequately exphoate and Mustrate what « ag 
nificam o valuable about the historic building site structure or object being documented 


2 Crtena DOooumentation shall meet one of the following documentation levels to be 
considered adequate tor inclusion in the HABS/HAE RF collections 


a Documentation Level |. 
(1) Orawings a tull set of measured drawings depicting existing or historic 









(1) Drawings select existing drawings where available should be 
photographed with large formal negatives or photographically reproduced on mylar 
(2) Photographs photographs with large formal negatives of exterior and 
intenor views or hisionc views where available 
(3) Written data history and description 
c Documentation Level ti, 
(1) Drawings sketch plan 


(2) Photographs photographs with large format negatives of exterior and 
Intenon views 








(3) Written data architectural data form 











Deournentation Level |V MABIVHAE A inventory card 
3 Test inapecton of the doournentaton by HABIVHAL FM staff 


to take another example should clearly show Witham 
the Palladian Room as well as other views 


HABS/HAER documentation «6 usually in the form of measured drawings photographs 
written data While the criteria in this section have addressed on’, ihese media documentation 
need not be ited to them Other media such as films of industrial processes can and have 





















hae Sumenaneiann Gee (a Lanes tty Gneeniane Gane © eating Saute. 
either onginal oF alter ation _ for recently execuied measured Grawings |! this @ done. 
the drawings must meet A requirements outlined below While existing drawings 
are farely as suitable as buill drawings they are adequate in many cases for document ition 
purposes Only when the desirability of having as buill drawings is clear are Level | measured 
required in addition to existing " exiating are housed in an 
collection and cared tor archivally thew reproduction for Fi may not be 
necessary in other cases Level | measured drawings are required in the absence of existing 
SH aennge 


Level || documentation requires 4 sketch plan # 4 helps to explain the structure The 


architectural data form should supplement the photographs by explaining what is nol readily 


Level 'V documentation consists of completed HABS/HAER inventory cards = This level 
of documentation uniike the other three levels is rarely considered adequate documentation 
for the HABS/HAER collections but is undertaken to entity historic resources in a given area 
prior to additional more comprehensive documentation 












| Requirement HABS and HAER documentation shal be prepared accurately trom 
rehable sources with limitations clearly stated to perm independent verification of information 


2 Critera For all levels of documentation. the following quality standards shall be met 


Meawred drawings shall be produced trom recorded: 
“tthe bulkding that were not accessible for measure 








b Large format photographs Large format photographs shall clearly depict the 
appearance of the and areas of of the recorded buriding ste 


structure or object view shall be perspective corrected and fully captioned 








c Written histo.y Written history and description for Documentation Levets | and I! 








3 Test inapection of the documentation by HABS/HAER staff 


4 Com entary The reliability of the HABS/HAER collections depends on documenta 
ton of high Quality Quality is not something that can be easily prescribed or quantified. but It 


derives from a process in which and acouracy a part The 

of independent verification of N donummantaion 'o cltad we te WRRAUER 
collections 

Standard tli, Materials 


1 Requirement HABS and HAER documentation shall be prepared on matenats that 
——— eee 
ease of 


2 Criteria For all levels of documentation. the following material standards shall be met 
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3. Test inapection of the documentation by HABS/HAER staf 


4 Commentary All HABS/HAER records are intended for 
HABS/HAER records are reproduced each year by the Library of 
records are not intended tor quality reproduction is intended that 
the formal docurnentation The basic durability performance standard 
is 500 years ink on mylar is beleved to meet this standard while color photography. 
_ Goes not Field records do not meet this archival standard but are in 
collections as 4 Courtesy to the collection user 


















1 Requirement HABS and HAER documentation shall be clearly and concisely 
produced 


2 Criteria For levels of documentation as indicated below. the following standards for 























presentation will be used 

a Measured Drawings Level | measured drawings will be lettered mechanically 
(i.@., Leroy oF similar) or in a equivalent style Adequate dimensions shall be 
included on all sheets Level |i! plans should be neal and orderly 

b Large format photographs Level | shall include duplicate 

that include a scale Level Il and |!! shall include at a minimum 

at leas! one photograph with a scale. of the principal facade 

c Written history and description shall be typewritten on bond following 
accepted rules of grammar 





3 Test inapection of the documentation by HABS/HAER staf 
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record was produced Usetuiness of the documentation products depends on 
documentation on durable materials that are able to withstand handling and reproduction 
in sizes that can be stored and reproduced without damage 














Recommended Sources of Technical Information and Annotated Bibliography 
Miatoric Structures is available AIA Press request publication #ISBN 
(hardcover $26 95) or #ISBN |. 021-7 (softoover - $19 95). plus $3.00 


1-90098-0107 
Cap, aes or Maryland sales tax ¢ applicable AIA Order Department. 9 Jay 
Gould O Box 753. Waldor! Maryland 2060! 


Recording Historic Structures John A Burns editor Washington OC The AIA Press 

















ei) 
With over 200 photographs drawings illustrations a , and an index, this 
handbook discusses each of the documentation of historic shuctures. sing 


examples trom the HABS/HAE FR collection 





The following matenais are available by to HABS/HAER Natonal Park 
Service, P.O Box 37127, Washington. D.C 20013-7127 send check or Money order 
made out to the US Treasury. to cover the cost of reproduction and handling Availability and 
price acourate as of June | 1990 


Guidelines for Recording Historic Stups Pichard K Anderson Jr Wastington DC 
Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record National Park 
Service 1988 Free limited quantity 

This doournent marks the revival of the 1930's Histonc Amencan Me chant Marine Survey 


and provides the definitive guide to maritime recording 


HABS Field instructions for Measured Drawings Wastungton OC Histone Amencan 
Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record National Park Service 1981 $5 46 
Gives procedures for producing measured drawings of historic buildings to HABS/HAER 











_0.C. Historic American 
Record. National Park Service 1983 $6 63 

Provides guidelines for producing written data on historic buildings to HABS HAER 
standards 


HAER Field instructons Wastington DC Histonc Amencan Buildings Survey Historic 
Amerncan Engineering Record. National Park Service 1981 $21 17 

Provides guidelines for documenting to HABS/HAER standards histonc engineenng and 

industrial sites and structures with measured drawings and written data 


HABS Historian s Procedures Manual 
Amencan 














recommended sources of technical information contained wn the Federal Register notice 


5 
en oy 
of September 29 '983 have been omitted since mos! are out of print andior superceded The above 





recommended sources of technical information represent information avaiable and current as of 1990 














meen Gan aan 1 thant puibhoation MORN O9'29 124 7) Decatur Mouse 
Museum 1600 6 Street NW DOC FO008 Please enciose « check oF 
money order made out to the National Trust for 634 95 plus 69 00 for postage and handling 


inchietia Anse) owe Jet \.cnme trom the Historic American Engineering Record 
Seen onsen eee: 













A Record in Detail ® avataihe to $34 95 piue $2 50 postage and handling from 
University of Miesour Prose 200 | ome Mall Coturritna Miesoun 652! ' 





Wastungion OC 20013-7127 
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shall be produced trom recorded accurate measure 
of the buliding that were not accessible for measurement 
not be drawn on the measured drawing bul clearly labeled as not 


Grareings are produced in two standard sizes 19 X 24° and 24K 36° 

















Large Format Photograpirs 


HABS/HAER standards require thal large formal (cameras thal produce 4 x 
5° 5X 7 of 6X 10° negatives) photograpiic documentation be done with 
bhack and wivite filrn A print must acoompany each negative The negatives 
and contact prints are archvaily treated and the contact paper is fiber based 
instead of resin.coated (FC) The paper and negatives mus! have had 
sufficiently long washings in water in order to remove all processing cherncals 
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MITIGATIVE DOCUMENTATION PROGRAM 
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